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Our Chinese Rescue Home, 


MLC TORTA, B.C 


By Frorence G. WIcKETT. 


this is a day of glad tidings, ever and 

anon we catch rumors from the dis- 
tant shores of the Orient, and listening more 
attentively, we hear sad, sad tales of child 
marriage, of infanticide and even of parents 
selling their daughters to lives of the worst 
slavery. About 1884 the Rev. J. E. Gardner, 


greene to us in Christian lands 


_ discovered that even in this beautiful city of 


Victoria the secret society of ‘‘ Highbinders” 
was “importing” young Chinese girls for.im- 
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moral purposes. By the energetic action of 
Revs. J. E. Gardner and J. E. Starr shelter 
was speedily provided for them, and in 1887 a 
memorial was addressed to the General Board 
of the Woman’s Missionary Society on_ their 
behalf. , : 

This appeal aroused genuine sympathy, and a 
temporary home was opened for eight girls, and 
Miss Leake was subsequently appointed super- 


-  intendent. In 1888 a permanent home, pur- 


chased by the General Society, and furnished 
by the Woman’s Missionary Society, was ready 
for their reception. Surrounded by heathen 
girls, who had seen only the roughest and worst 
of. life, Miss Leake’s position was one of great 
difficulty.. But God was her strength, and she 
was made happy by the gradual improvement 
of those entrusted to her care. 

During 1887-88 there were ten inmates; two 
who had been kidnapped from China, returned 
to their friends; one was married at the 
‘‘Home,” one left, and six remained. 

In the following year Miss Leake was rejoiced 


e 
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to see these six publicly confess Christ. Four 
more girls were received—three from dens of 
iniquity in Victoria and on the Mainland, and 
the fourth, a little slave girl, happy in finding a 
shelter from her heartless owners. The latter 
is still with us (1895), and in a few days expects 
to be married toa Christian Chinese man. She 
has been one of the brightest pupils in school, 
and is also a clever musician. It was not long 
before these four girls, having cast away all be- 
lief in heathen gods, declared their allegiance to 
the King of kings and received the ordinance 
of baptism. 

The friends of the Home were very kind in 
sending contributions; one of the most valuable 
being a beautiful organ from some ladies of 
Philadelphia. 

At the close of this year Ah So (Katie) was 
married, and has proved a faithful wife and the 
best of Chinese housekeepers. 

With the exception of the marriage of Chin 
Fa (Annie) no change took place in the ‘ Home” 
during 1889-90, but a little later it was for a 
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short time crowded to its utmost capacity to 
accommodate a mother and five children, seek- 
ing shelter ffom the cruelties of a husband and 
father. The mother and son soon moved 
away, leaving four daughters ; the two youngest 
are still with us and are apt pupils. 
* Miss Cartmell, who had been appointed in 
1889 to do evangelistic work among the women 
and children of Chinatown, was a faithful visitor 
at the homes to which she could gain access, 
accompanied by Pat Moi (Carrie) as interpreter. 
Her heart was saddened by the pale faces of 
two little girls whose feet were bound. This 
odious Chinese custom still prevails to some 
extent among the people here. May the day 
soon come when it shall be abolished by laws 
for the prevention of cruelty to children. 
Strenuous efforts were made about this time 
to stop the “traffic in girls” by arresting a pro- 
curess, but on a flimsy excuse the magistrate 
dismissed the case. It is disheartening to feel 
that the civic authorities are not with us in 
combating this evil. 
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‘In -1892 our “Home” suffered by the re- 
moval of Miss Cartmell to’ Japan. This year 
eight girls entered and eight left, and by a triple 
wedding three happy homes ‘were opened in our 
neighborhood. “Another removal was that of 
San Kam (Gertrude), who was one of the first 
inmates of the “Home.” Having shown much 
aptitude for study she was sent by the kindness 
of our President and other friends to the Meth-: 
odist College in New Westminster. 

.The time having arrived for Miss Leake to’ 
take a well-deserved rest, she was succeeded by 
Mrs. Morrow, who has been a beloved mother 
to her charges. 

At the beginning of the next year Sarah, who 
had been married two years previously, returned 
to us, not being able to live ue with her 
husband. : 

As it was felt that the work begun a Miss 
Cartmell among the women and children of 
Chinatown should be sustained, it was continued 
by the appointment of the writer in March, 1893, 
who was also given charge of the English and 
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musical education of the girls in the Home. 
On my arrival I began at once the study of 
what I judge is rightly considered the most 
difficult of languages. 

On a cold day in February a much-frightened, 
thinly-clad girl was rescued from her Chinese 
owner, who had brought her from China intend- 
ing to sell her to the highest bidder. The older 
girls of the “Home” succeeded in comforting 
her by assuring her she was now surrounded by 
kind friends. Since then she has become a 
follower of Jesus. She is an unusually bright, 
clever girl, though her quick temper brings her 
into trouble at times. 

At the close of the year a Chinese woman, 
Nun Yeo, and her foster child, Yuet Lin, sought 
shelter with us from her ‘‘owner,” who claimed 
her as his wife number two. She told a pitiful 
tale of the cruel treatment received from wife 
number one. Very soon her persecutors gave up 
troubling her, and she and little Yuet Lin 
(Nellie) live very happily with us, and after a 
due period of probation. received baptism. 
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“Nellie” is a bright child of six. She has been 
learning to read, write and “work-sums,” and 
is often heard merrily singing, now in English 
and now in Chinese, as she trips about the 
house. 

Subsequent to ‘ Laura’s” rescue it was learned 
that two other girls had been brought out with 
her. One, on the pretence of joining her 
husband, was permitted to land, but the Govern- 
ment took the case of the other in hand and 
held that being brought illegally she must be 
taken back; so the Steamship Company had to 
return her to China. We believe this case will 
do much to restrain this inhuman traffic by 
making it altogether unprofitable. 

Soon after this, word was brought us that a 
poor girl on Lander’s Landing would gladly be 
rescued from her dreadful life. So the pro- 
curers and girl were arrested, this being the 
legal way to secure the girl, if possible. Rev. J. 
E. Gardner and Tom Chue, with the lawyers’ 
assistance, did all in their power to rescue her, 
but through the treachery of an interpreter, an 
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emissary of the “‘Highbinders” had.access to 
her‘in. prison, and by-promises and threats ‘so: 
influenced her ne she consented to return with 
them.. ; 

Four PeaCieee took place in 1893-94: first, 
that of Gertrude with Tong Chue Tom (Tom 
Chue) ;' next, ‘that of Nun Yeo and Lam Loo; 
and later a double wedding, the brides being 
Rose and Mary, two of our best housekeepers, 
and the’ grooms zealous workers in the Mission 
church. Soon after their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Tong Chue Tom, under the direction of 
the Rev. J. E. Gardner, opened a mission 
school at Nanaimo. ‘They have been working 
zealously, and we trust many may be saved 
through their labors. 

Towards the close of this year our hearts 
were gladdened by the rescue of another girl. 
But, alas! her mind had been so poisoned 
against everything we could say or do that, 
when in court, she expressed her desire to 
return with the man who called her his: wife ; 
our hope of saving her was gone. Since then 
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she has been sold to another, and lately we 
hear she wishes to return to our shelter. We 
trust she will soon find the means of escape 
from her present sinful life. 

' The Chinese language has been my constant 
study, and now I am enabled to visit among 
the women and children of Chinatown without 
an interpreter. Owing to the rigid customs of 
the Celestials, a Chinese woman, though 
perhaps truly regenerated, could not dare to 
_break asunder these great iron bars, unless her 
‘husband also was a Christian. It is sad to see 
how few ‘“‘family men” ever even enter our 
Mission Church. But the patient sowing of 
the Word of Life shall not return unto Him 
void. 

In May of the next year our number was in- 
creased by two Japanese girls, Mitsi and Neishi. 
They also were betrayed into leaving their 
native land under false pretences, and finally 
became the joint property of a white woman_ 
anda Japanese man. However, the Japanese 
Christian Endeavor Society, of Vancouver, suc- 
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ceeded in rescuing them. During the lawsuit 
that followed they were imprisoned for a whole 
week, yet right was again victorious, and soon 
they were made happy in the comforts of our 
“Home.” A young Japanese missionary has 
been faithfully instructing them from the Book 
of Books. ‘They seemed to grasp this teaching 
readily, and soon publicly confessed Christ. In 
school, also, they showed much aptitude ; like 
their Chinese cousins, they find little difficulty 
in imitating. Having two such bright, willing 
pupils, we were loth to part with either, but 
just six weeks after their arrival here, a letter 
came from the Japanese Consul, stating that 
Neishi’s grandmother greatly needed her, and 
so it seemed she must be sent back immedi- 
ately. Reluctantly the poor girl left, fearing in 
her own home there would be, as she said, “no 
more prayer.” But we trust she will, indeed, be 
a light to lighten many darkened minds in 
distant Japan. 

This brief history of the Chinese Home 
brings us up to the present, with inmates nine 
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in “number. Preparations are being made for 
the addition of three more happy homes to our 
Christian Chinese community. 

It is to be regretted that, owing to’ ill- health 
and family claims, Mrs. Morrow has resigned 
her ‘position, and expects to leave us soon. 
Her kindness and genial smile will be missed 
by all. We are glad to know that Miss Bowes, 
formerly of Milton, Ontario, is to be her suc- 
cessor. ) 

Here, in the capital of British Columbia, we 
have many temporal advantages, yet we have 
indeed one of the most difficult mission fields. 
Chinatown contains over 5,000 inhabitants, and 
their gambling and opium dens are visited daily 
by many white people (even some who profess 
the name of the Spotless One), who abet them 
in all their vices. Thus naturally the poor 
heathen say, ‘“ Christianity has nothing new for 
us—our gods give us the help we need.” 
Polygamy i is unblushingly practised, scores of 
dens of prostitution also are allowed to exist, 
the victims being bought in China for sums 
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ranging from $250 to $1,500. Notwithstanding 
all this contending mass of vice, we know “the 
battle is the Lord’s,” and His might will triumph. 
We raise grateful hearts to him for what has 
already been done; but, dear friends, pray for 
us that His Word may be abundantly blessed 
in the saving of perishing souls. 
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